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Abstracts

A Critical Assessment of the Book "Astana-i Tajaddud"
from the Political Jurisprudence of Mirza al-Naini

Muhammad Muttagiyan Tabrizi
Abstract
The book Tanbih al-Umma wa Tanzih al-Milla, written by one of the scholars of religious
sciences in the constitutional era and approved by the constitutional system of the then time,
has drawn the attention of some scholars. In his book Astana-i Tajaddud [lit. The Threshold
of Modernity], Dr. Firhi, one of the thinkers of contemporary political jurisprudence, has tried
to provide insight and explanation into Naini's political thought. That he acted correctly and
logically in this explanation or that he went wrong, is the main problem of the present
research. In response to this query, it is shown with a critical-analytical method and a careful
look at the jurisprudential sources of Mirza Naini and the book of Tanbih al-Umma, that
although the ascription of the theory of general guardianship (wilayat Amma) of the jurist to
him is confirmed, but this theory has been semantically distorted in the book Astana-i
Tajaddud. The theory of general guardianship of the jurist and the "elements of
guardianship-based monarchy are two major parts of Mirza Naini's political thought in which
the existence of distortion can be proved. Also, by explaining the conceptual elements of the
guardianship-based monarchy in its divine origin, it becomes clear that in the aforesaid book,
Naini's thought has not been substantiated and established in the first place; rather it has been
misinterpreted misunderstood.
Keywords: Mirza Naini, semantic distortion, public guardianship, guardianship-based

monarchy, disposal authority, divine trust.

1. Lecturer of the advanced stage of the Islamic Seminary and researcher of political jurisprudence at the

Jurisprudence Center of Pure Imam (a).
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